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The American Mobile Telecommunications Association, Inc. (“AMTA™ or “Association”)
by 1ts attormeys respectfully submuts the following comments 1 response to the Federal
Communications Commussion (“FCC™ or “Comrmussion”) Public Notice inviting comment on the
Petiions for Rulemaking (individually a “Petition” and, collectively, the “Petitions™) filed by
Maritel, Inc. (“Maritel”) and Mobex Network Services, LLC (“Mobex™) (Manitel and Mobex,
collectuively, the “Petitioners”)." Both Petitions request that the FCC modify its rules goverming
Public Coast frequencics in the VHF band to permut greater flexibility and, thereby, promote the
morc intensive use of this spectrum ° For the reasons described herem, AMTA supports the Petitions
and urges the Comnussion to adopt rules consistent with them
L. INTRODUCTION

AMTA 1s a nationwide, non-profit trade association dedicated to the iterests of the
specialized wircless communications industry. The Association’s members include trunked and
conventional 800 MHz and 900 MHz Specialized Mobile Radio (“SMR”) service operators holding
stte-specific and/or geographic authorizations, as well as commercial heensees in the 217-220 MHz,
220-222 MHz and 150-512 MHz bands. AMTA has participated actively i numerous FCC rule
making proceedings relating to the regulations governing operations in these bands and consistently
has recommended that the FCC rules promote their more efficient and more competitive use. Thus,

the Association and 1ts members have a significant interest 1n the outcome of this proceedmg

'Request Amendment of the Commusston’s Rules to Promote the Use of VHF Public Coast
Statton Frequencres, Public Notice, Report No. 2615 (rel. July 1, 2003).

*Maritel describes itself as the largest provider of VHF public coast station (VPC) stations
in the United States  Maritel Petrion at p 1. Mobex states that 1t 1s the largest operator of AMTS
systems Mobex Petition atp 1.
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1. DISCUSSION

As described 1n the Petitions, the spectrum at 1ssue imittally was allocated for maritime use
exciusively Public Coast stations were intended primarily to facilitate communications between
vessels and positions in the pubhic switched telephone network (*“PSTN™) at a time before cellular,
satellitc and other services provided a variety of sophisticated offerings and ubiquitous, rclatively
mexpensive access to the telephone network  In recent years the FCC has pro-actively modified
many aspects of the VPC and AMTS rules ¥ This spectrum has been made avatlable in arcas other
than those capable of serving the nation’s waterways, and the FCC has taken effective steps to permut
its more flexible use. consistent with 1ts obligation to promote regulatory symmetry among service
providers 1n these bands and competitive Commercial Mobile Radio Service (“CMRS”) providers.*

Nonctheless, as noted 1n the Petitions, the Part 80 rules still reflect certain vestiges of their
exclusively mantime heritage  Although they have been modified to permut the provision of a
variety ol services, mcluding land-based scrvices such as private dispatch, mobile data and other
non-mterconnected offerings, FCC Rule Section 80.123 still requires systems providing land-based

scrvices to have the technical capability of interconnecting with the PSTN, nrespective of whether

‘See, ¢ g, Third Report and Order and Memorandum Opinion and Order, PR Docket No.
92-257, 13 FCC Red 19853 (1998) (3¢ R&O); Fourth Report and Order and Third Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking, PR Docket No 92-257, 15 FCC Red 22585 (2000) (4" R&O)

‘Implementation of Scctions 3(n}yand 332 of thc Communications Act, Regulatory Treatment
of Mobule Services, GN Docket No 93-252, Notice of Proposed Rulemakimg, 8 FCC Red 7988
(1993), Furst Report and Order, 9 FCC Red 1056 (1994), Second Report and Order, 9 FCC Red
t411(1994), Third Report and Order, 12 FCC Red 10943 (1997); Memorandum Opinion and Order
on Reconsideration, 13 FCC Red 14569 (1998); Fifth Report and Order, 13 FCC Red 24615 (1998)
(“CMRS Proceeding™)
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the service being provided requires interconnection or whether the users deswre that capabihty ° The
Petitioners urge the FCC to ehmunate this now unnecessary, and therefore inefficient, regulatory
requirement for systems providing non-interconnected, land-based services by amending FCC Rule
Secuon 80 123 (and, 1f necessary, FCC Rule Section 80.475(c))

Maritel also notes that certain other Part 80 rules wnhibit the full competitive potential of
providers 1n these bands by imposimg other maritime-related obligations on operators who provide
no marinc public correspondence services, and even on those that cannot provide such services
because their authonzations cover entirely inland areas ¢ [t recommends that the FCC adopt a more
flexible regulatory framework that mirrors those apphicable to services in which the regulatory status
of licensees 1s not pre-ordained, but 1s defined by virtue of the service offerings they elect to
provide

AMTA agrecs that the Part 80 rules should be revised as recommended in the Petitons  The
Commussion already has taken important sieps to promote the more intensive use of the VHF Public
Coasl bands, both n terms of the geographic areas in which the spectrum can be used and the types
of offerings permitted, while preserving its manitime features when appropriate.® The modifications

suggested in the Petitions will further the FCC’s pro-competitive spectrum policies, policies that are

*See Inthe Matter of Warren C Havens Petition for Declaratory Ruling or Waiver Regarding
Secuion 80.124 and Other Commission Rules as Apphed to Automated Maritime
Tcleccommunicanons Service Systems, Order, DA 03-115 (rel. Apnl 18, 2003).

“Maritel Petition at pp. 5-6
Id atpp 6-7

8See n 3 above



dictated by Scctions 3(n) and 332 of the Commumications Act’® and that form the corncrstone of the
recent [indimgs of the FCC’s Spectrum Policy Task Force

1. CONCLUSION

For the reasons descnibed heremn, AMTA urges the Commission to proceed expeditiously to

amend 1ts Part 30 rutes consistent with the recommendations detailed 1n the Petitions

’47 U S.C. §§ 3(n), 332
"“See ET Docket No. 02-135, November 2002 Report (rel. Nov. 15, 2002)
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